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presented to him for service during the Plague, and he was knighted in September, 1666, on account of his exertions in preserving order during the Great Fire (vol. vi., p. 299).
A study of the Bills of Mortality helps us to corroborate the statements of Pepys, and his narrative can be read with advantage in connection with Defoe's vivid "Journal of the Plague Year," which was largely founded on these same Bills of Mortality.
Among the Pepys papers catalogued by Mr. S. J, Davey in 1889 was a printed broadside referring to "The Plague of London, printed by Peter Cole at the printing press in Cornhill near the Royal Exchange, 1665." This was apparently pasted on walls in prominent places during the Plague in order to reassure the populace as to its probable termination. The paper was ornamented with a thick black border decorated with bones and a skull, and at the top was a printed heading: "The Four Great Years of the Plague, viz., 1593, 1603, 1625, and 1636. Compared by the weekly Bills of Mortality, printed every Thursday in the said years, by which its increase and decrease is plainly discerned in all those years." From the totals of the figures given, it appears that in 1593 11,503 persons died of the plague. In 1603 30,561 persons, in 1625 35,403 persons, and in 1636 10,400 persons. The total of burials in 1665 was 97,506, of which number the plague claimed 68,596 victims.
Defoe mentions the appearance of a comet some months before the plague became general. This was frequently alluded to in the literature of the day, and with "other terrible apparitions and noises in the ayre " it was regarded as an indication of forthcoming calamities. Pepys especially alludes to the comet of December, 1664, and to that of April, 1665, but he was not so superstitious as some of his contemporaries.
Although London was so terribly smitten and the people fled from it in large numbers, it was not easy to find a place which was entirely free from the scourge. The plague broke out at Deptford, Greenwich, Woolwich, Gravesend, and Chatham, and Pepys alludes to all these places as suffering from the sickness. It was also found at more distanth an inscription, maliciously forged and published that abominable falsehood, viz., that I, Alex. Burnet, of St Gabriel, Fenchurch, London, Dr. in Physic, did killme we see from an interesting passage in the Diary, under the date August 23rd, 1662 :en before granted to the
